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What Must I Do To Be Saved r 


By STELLA GRIBIUS. 


The cry of the jailor of Paul and Silas, centuries 
ago, is still ringing down the ages, “What must I do 
to be saved?” In other words, “How shall I real- 
ize,” as we say in Divine Science. 

In the old way of thinking, “to be saved” meant 
to be saved from the penalty of past sins, and to 
‘have an entrance guaranteed into a future state of 
bliss. - 

This was to be accomplished by believing in the 
atonement; that Jesus, the innocent man, came to 
be the propitiation for the sins of the world, and 
his blood was shed for our sakes that we might go 
free. 

This had been the common acceptance. Jesus, the 
son of God, was the saviour of the world through 
his vicarious atonement; thus, men became absolved 
from the punishment of their own mistakes, and 
through the death of God’s well-beloved son, He 
was reconciled to his people. 

Divine Science has been accused of making noth- 
ing of the atonement. In the light of a new under- 
standing, Divine Science makes nothing of the 
atonement, but everything of the at-one-ment. 

Neither appeasement, reconciliation, nor atone- 
ment satisfies in the light of the new interpretation. 
Jesus came not “to destroy, but to fulfill.” For ages, 
the world had been held in the meshes of a belief 
that was not freeing it from undesirable conditions, 
a belief in the atonement which necessitated a 
bloody sacrifice. 

Jesus came to take this, that they were believing, 
out of the sacrificial and put it where it belonged, 
a holy, beautiful truth. He knew the prevailing, 
crystallized beliefs; and what it would mean to try 
to set up a teaching contrary to the established 
form, yet he was willing to pay the price. 

He came into the world to reveal to men their 
identity with God, their sonship and unity with 
the Father; this was the at-one-ment he taught. He 
was willing to proclaim this truth, even at the cost 
of being misunderstood, misrepresented, and cruci- 
fied. 

“I and my Father are one”; this is our at-one- 
ment. “But,” you say, “what has this to do with 
my question, ‘What must I do to be saved?” 
Everything! It is the saving knowledge, the eman- 
cipating truth. 

Let us go back to the jailor. What was the an- 
swer of Paul and Silas to the trembling man? “Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be 
saved.” 


In answer to the question of the multitudes who 
followed Jesus, “What shall we do, that we might 
work the works of God?” He answered by saying, 
“This is the work of God that ye believe on him 
whom He hath sent.” 

Whom has He sent? According to the Scriptures, 
“God so loved the world that He gave His only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him, should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.” 

We see, then, it is highly essential to “believe.” 

There was a time when men believed that the 
blood shed on the cross was the saving power; that 
salvation came through something outside of them- 
selves; but the results of this belief have not proved 
satisfactory. 

Men have been reaching out, crying, “Who shall 
deliver me?” We answer, “The Christ (Son) with- 
in yourselves, an indwelling Presence, active within 
every soul, ready to respond to every one who recog- 
nizes It and opens to Its inflow.” 

It is not always easy to overcome habits of think- 
ing and believing, but the transformation must come 
“by the renewing of your minds.” “Change your 
methods,” says pedagogy; “change is the law of 
growth.” If you have believed in a salvation from 
without, you must transfer that belief to a some- 
thing within, that is “the way, the truth, the life.” 
One must let go of the atonement, and accept the 
at-one-ment. 

What! says one, give up the belief that I have 
held for. years, and those of my ancestors? He 
shakes his head and says, “No, the old-time religion 
is good enough for me,” and so he religiously ac- 
cepts his forefathers’ belief as an heirloom to be 
handed down from generation to generation. 

These are the people that look with suspicion upon 
every new idea, and instead of following Paul’s in- 
junction to “prove all things,” they hold tenaciously 
to the old. and instead of testing the new, first, they 
declare, “It doesn’t work.” 

If this class of people were to come to a teacher 
and ask, “What must I do to be saved?” they, too, 
like the rich young man who came to Jesus, would 
go away sorrowful, for they have great possessions 
of pet theories, hobbies and beliefs. and are not will- 
ing to dispose of them. 

Before the new idea, the new tenant, can take pos- 
session of the mentality, the old tenant must move 
out. There must be a mental house cleaning, a 
clearing out of the old debris of accumulated and 
inherited, worn-out beliefs, a complete surrender, 
to make way for the incoming of the Holy Spirit 
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which shall be a guide to all truth. When the half- 
gods go, God is with us. 

We take it for granted, there are some that are 
ready for a larger vision of truth; to these we say, 
“The first thing that is necessary is a willing, obe- 
dient and receptive mind. The next thing is to go 
out on a voyage of discovery. Where is God? 
What is God? What am I?” We discover that 
God is not a person, afar off, somewhere, but a uni- 
versal, everywhere present Principle. 

According to the dictionary, principle means 
source from which something proceeds, cause, 
changeless reality. Some of us like to call God, 
Principle of Being, but we may call Him by any 
name we like; Life, Love, Wisdom, Energy, Father. 

Our fundamental statements are, “God is, God is 
everywhere present, eternally here; all that God is, 
is everywhere present, eternally here.” 

We must accept these intellectually, at first, ancl 
practice them, until they cease to be theory and be- 
come facts. It may be that your concept about man 
needs changing. Man is a soul created in the image 
and likeness of God, one with Him. Must we know 
this and believe this to be saved? Yes. Man’s 
ignorance of his true nature, his belief of a self, sep- 
arate and apart from God, has resulted in inhar- 
monious conditions. “Man is a part of God, not 
apart from God.” Emerson says, “Nerve me, O 
God, with ceaseless aftirmations of my divinity.” 
This is necessary in order to get rid of the old way 
of believing, “I am a worm of the dust,” instead of 
“I am a Son of God, one with Him, endowed with 
all possibilities.” 

“The thread of our life without a break, 
Is ever unwound from His.” 


“What must I do to be saved?” Believe in my 
divinity, my real self, which is at one with God, 
hence, at-one with all good. 

The blood (life) of Jesus Christ (in me) cleanses 
me from all sin. Consciousness of the Christ-life 
within which is the fulness of all one could ever 
desire or need, annuls all beliefs of ignorance, lack 
of any kind. Recognition of one’s unity with God 
is the basis for health, success, power. 

But what must I do to be saved from this disease, 
this lack, this inharmony? In fact, there is nothing 
we, personally, can do. God has alr eady done the 
work, He has created man in His own Image and 
Likeness. He has done and given all that could be 
done or given. When He finished His work, He 
pronounced it good. He also said, “Al that I am, 
you are; all that I have is yours; now enjoy that 
which is your birthright.” Who has limited us? 
No one says “no” to us but ourselves. Our part is 
to appropriate these gifts, not as objects of charity 
or philanthropy, but as sons and heirs of God. The 
responsibility of undesirable conditions is upon our- 
selves through our ignorance and lack of under- 
standing. 

A man may refuse to turn on the electric light, 
and consequently sits in darkness; or he may press 
the button and enjoy the light. It is always there. 


Life in its fulness is all around us; we either ap-. 


propriate or we do not appropriate. We appropri- 
ate by knowing that we are one with God, hence. 
one with good. Let us claim this good, here and 
now. God is no respecter of persons; but He is a 


respecter of law, and whosoever is willing to let go 
of negative thinking and speaking and to co-oper ate 
with His laws shall inherit all things. 

In every man there are undreamed of possibilities, 
but unless he realizes this, he is much like a watch 
with all its mechanism in perfect order, but which 
does not record the time, because it has been allowed 
to run down. Many a man considers himself “all 
run down,” when what he needs is to be wound up 
with the stem-winder of a new idea. (John Mur- 
ray. 
All the blessings we desire are not something to 
be acquired from without, not something dependent 
upon climate, altitude, persons, environment, but 
blessings to be realized, first within, and “as a man 
thinketh in his heart, so does he experience.” 

Let the weak say. “I am strong.” 

Let the poor say, “I am rich.” 

Let the fearful say, “I am courage.” 

Yes, say it in the face of your weakness, poverty 
and fear. For you are speaking the truth of your- 
self as you really are, the self which is forever at-one 
with God. 

The same tools, thought and words which here- 
tofore were used negatively, and hence shut off the 
currents of good, must be used constructively. Cur- 
rents of health, opulence and all-good which are 
ready to flow when right connections are made, will 
be set in motion. 

We hear much in these days about “tuning up.” 
The wireless receiver, in order to be affected by the 
electrical waves, must be tuned up to the same rate 
of vibration, and unless it is, even though we know 
the electrical waves are there, they are not effective. 
We might apply this to man. Man is the receiving 
station; God at the Divine Center is forever flash- 
ing his messages of truth, but unless we make the 
right conditions by purifying our thoughts and har- 
monizing them with God’s thoughts we are not at- 
tuned to the spirit, and we are unable to receive the 
blessings even though they be all around us. Let 
us “tune up.” 

What must I do to be saved? Watch your 
thoughts, see that they conform to God’s way of 
thinking. Watch your words. “For by thy words 
thou shalt be justitied, and by thy words thou shalt 
be condemned.” Watch your step; in other words, 
“How are you living?” It may be you need some 
spiritual medicine, a dose of honesty, of forgiveness, 
of love, of purity, toward your neighbor or yourself. 
Affirm continually the opposite of these when 
tempted. The prayer of Divine Science is affirma- 
tion. These remedies when taken internally (affirm- 
ing within) and applied externally to all conditions, 
will heal; we come to know that God is all, and be- 
side Him is none else. 

Purity of thought (thinking God-thoughts) ; pur- 
ity in words (speaking truth words) ; purity in deed 
(living the Christ-life) prepares the temple for the 
incoming of the Holy Spirit of Truth. 

“What must I do to be saved?” “Believe and thou 
shalt be saved.” Believe in God as an everywhere 
present Principle, as immutable and dependable as 
a principle of mathematics. 


“Smile awhile, and while you smile, another 
smiles, and soon there are miles and miles of smiles, 
Ce oe eee eee : eae ania YD 
and Life’s worth while because you smile. 
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A Series of Lessons in Divine Science 
By Epu L. Laver. 
LESSON V. 
THE SILENCE 


“But thou when thou prayest, enter into thy 
closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to 
thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which 
seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.”—Jesus. 

“Of His fullness have all we received.” And for 
this we give thanks. Our prayer is not one of peti- 
tion, “for our Father knoweth what things we have 
need of before we ask Him.” It is rather one of 
recognition of the Goodness of God and of grati- 
tude for blessings already bestowed. “It is filling 
the consciousness with the conviction of the Omni- 
presence.” 

“Be still and know that I am God.” Who does 
not know that the moments of closest companion- 
ship and truest association of friends are those when 
words are superfluous. So The Silence, as the Di- 
vine Scientist calls his prayer time, is a time of the 
closest communion with God; a time when he seeks 
to know God’s way, and with thinking suspended. 
listens with faith for the “Wonderful Whisper” 
that must surely come to the one who is ready to 
hear. We enter The Silence, relaxed in body, with 
eyes closed, relieved from all attention to the world 
of externals, and find ourselves immersed in the 
consciousness of the Presence that hears, the Power 
that sustains, the Wisdom that knows, the Love that 
understands and so patiently awaits our willingness 
to be guided. 

There is no other communion so close as this one 
with our Source, and it is a beautiful privilege to 
have access to an invisible Allness that satisfies our 


References: 
I Cor. 2:9. 
Ps. 91:1. 
Matt. 5:3 
Ps. 46:10. 
Ps. 87:5. 
Ps. 37:4. 
Heb. 11:1. 
Matt. 6:32. 


every need. We leave the little’sense world that 
man has built up ar ound him out of his selfish de- 
sires, his unwise projects, and his many mistakes, 
to enter into that stillness where alone we can know 
God fully and where the revelation of Truth will 
light the way. The voice of the Spirit speaks posi- 
tively to the one who is truly seeking to know the 
Divine Will. Our part is to let go; to desire to be 
rather than to have, to know rather than to get; 
and to determine to allow nothing to come between 
ourselves and God. The power lies within us, and 
when we have found our true selves to this extent 
we emerge from the Silence with thought so purified 
and clarified that the way of intuition ‘will open, and 
we shall be guided to our highest expression. 


“Do I task any faculty highest, to image success? 

I but open my eyes,—and perfection, no more and 
no less, 

In the kind I imagined, full-fronts me, and God is 
seen God, 

In the star, in the stone, in the flesh, in the soul and 
the clod. 

And thus looking within and around me, I ever 

renew 

(With that stoop of the soul which in bending up- 
raises it too), 

The submission of man’s nothing-perfect to God’s 
all-complete, 

As by oO new obeisance in spirit, I climb to his 
eet 


John 11:41-42. 
Matt. 9:29. 
Mark 11:24. 
John 1:16. 

- Hab. 2:20. 
John 16:13. 
John 3:34. 


Suggestive Thoughts 


Nona L. Brooks. 


Character is dependent upon Soul development. 

Tt is the result of the cultivation into expression 
of positive qualities that are inherent in every Soul. 

Spasmodic, impulsive thonghts, words and deeds 
are not an indication of character, but show the 
lack of it. 

It is the habit of thought, the steadfast mental 
attitude, the state of consciousness that gauge char- 
acter, these alone are reliable and unfailing evidence 
"of it. 

That is why it is said we should summer and 
winter with one before we know him. 

When we speak of any one’s character, then, we 
mean that degree of positive qualities that he has 
cultivated into habitual consciousness. 


Where Love is cultivated, we have the kind, for- 
giving, friendly, just, helpful man or woman. 

Where integrity is the characteristic, we have the 
upright, faithful, trustworthy person. 

Predominant traits determine character. 

We can cultivate the traits we desire by centering 
our attention upon the quality to be attained and by 
expressing that quality in our daily living to the 
fullest degree possible. Our ability to express it 
will increase with each day’s persistent practice. 

A man’s value to the world depends upon his char- 
acter, not upon his money, his position, his appear- 
ance, or his brains—all good things, but their use 
to others depends upon the character back of them. 
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Healing Department 


“AND YE ARE COMPLETE IN HIM, 
FOR HE IS THY LIFE, AND THE LENGTH OF THY DAYS.” 


Since God is All, both Invisible and Visible, He cannot be left out of any of his Creation. 
God is all of my body. 

God is Spirit, hence my body is Spirit. 

Form is real, not a cinema picture. 


My body is the Form that Spirit takes, when expressing into the Visible as a living Soul—as 
Man. 


My body is changeless perfection, like its Source. 
Changeless perfection is never sick, weary nor inactive. 


I am One with the Father. 

I am One with Omnipotent Power. — 

“All Power in heaven and earth hath been given unto me.” 

I am One with Omniaction. 

Ceaseless Activity hath been given unto me. 

I am One with Omnipresence. 

Perfect Spirit Substance hath been given unto me. 

I am One with Omniscience. 

Wisdom and Understanding have been given unto me. 

Of all that God hath given me I can lose nothing. 

If I seem to sense any imperfection, it is simply an imperfect belief. 
“Open mine eyes that I may see fullness of Truth thou hast for me. 
Open mine eyes, illumine me, Spirit Divine.” 


Holy Spirit, I gratefully acknowledge 
thy perfect Presence as All. 


ance, is mine for eternity. I am Fullness, 
and Freedom, here and now. 

Dear Father, Thou Who art All and art 
Infinite Spirit, I praise and glorify thee, 
and commune with thy Holy Presence in 
love and fervid faith. I thank Thee for the 
knowledge that I am Thy own dear child 
and that Thou hast created me whole, and 
given me all of Thy wonderful attributes. 
I thank Thee for the knowledge that thou 
are with me, for me and in me through 
eternity. I thank Thee for the knowledge 
that no living soul can ever be separated 
from Thee, or lost. 


Thou art perfect Life, living me. 

Thou art perfect Power, protecting me. 

Thou art perfect Wisdom, guiding me. 

Thou art perfect Peace, enfolding me. 

Thou art perfect Love, companioning me. 

Thou art perfect Abundance, supplying 
me. 

Thou art perfect Joy, cheering me. 

Thou art Glory and Beauty beyond com- 
prehension, and this Glory and Beauty is 
mine, as thou hast given me all of Thyself. 


I come forth under an eternal blessing, and 
not under any curse. My inheritance, the 
birthright of my thought and body is from 
Spirit, from God, and this, my only inherit- 


“T stand in the great forever, 
I lave in the Ocean of Truth, 
And I bask in the golden sunshine 
Of endless Life and Youth.” 


This department is not organized with the thought of charity, but with the recognition that it is 
meeting a great need of those at a distance. In sending a good-will offering in return for benefits re- 
ceived, we ask that those who are abundantly supplied financially will feel it a privilege to give gen- 
erously, and in this way help sustain this work, so it can carry the many who can give but little. What- 
ever your offering may be, send it with your individual blessing which will assure the return in both 
healing and supply. 

All correspondence will receive a personal reply. Be explicit in stating your case and know that all com- 
munications will be held in strictest confidence. , 

Address: Healing Department, Colorado College of Divine Science, 1819 East Fourteenth Ave., 
Denver, Colorado. 
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IN GOD WE TRUST 


Consciousness 
By Appa Laine MoRGaN. 


Recently the words were used in my hearing: 
“All of God’s manifestations are held in God’s con- 
sciousness.” 

I liked them. They intrigued me. I wrote them 
down on a card and day by day as I have picked 
it out of my letter basket, I have thought idly: 
“What is this?” only to see the words: “All of 
God’s manifestations are held: in God’s conscious- 
ness.” i 

“Meditation is the road to power.” We quote it 
glibly. It is the Open Sesame of the Spiritual Sci- 
entist as “Concentration is the road to mastery” is 
the watchword of the psychologist. But here is a 
statement containing all power and all mastery with- 


in itself whereon to meditate, on which to concen- - 


trate. 

I had not sought it. We do not seek the real 
things. They follow. But much of unfoldment has 
come to me with the constant repetition. I have 
divided the statement both consciously and uncon- 
sciously. 

All God’s expression ! that ever varying, ever flux- 
ing, ever changing universe! From the nobility of 
the mountain to the peace of the sea; from the 
strength of the eagle to the stillness of the dove on 
her nest; from the fierceness of the cave man to the 
serenity of a Master. 


“Changing, changing, all things seen are, 
That which earthmen strive the most for 
Changes as the shadows changing, 
Leaving naught but dreams remaining.” 


All this and more held in the Consciousness of God. 
The glory of it! No separation! No apartness! 

No delving into the depth of ourselves for hidden 
sources, no speculation on our limitations. Only 
God’s consciousness, ineffable, the Love-Heart, the 
Oversoul. 

In our petty thunderings of explanation, in our 
childish quibblings of self-adjustment we needs must 
divide our house against itself, and talk of our con- 
sciousness and our sub-consciousness. Some Schools 
of Science feel the conscious side of us is prone to 
err, and that only as we get back of the part of our- 
selves that sees in twoness will we know truly, and 
this great backeround is dubbed the sub-conscious. 
Here we are left floundering. 

Others, desiring to be more explicit give us a sub- 
conscious and a super-conscious, feeling with Robert 


Browning that we are reaching ever upward while 
our roots grow downward until the three become 
one, and conscious man encompasses all. 

And this is just the thought that comes to me. 
Let us take the stigma off the word conscious. Let 
us be God-Conscious. 

We are told we are only two per cent conscious, 
the rest of us.is below the surface—out of our reach. 
Two per cent! And yet think what it means to be 
conscious. Say.it to yourself. 

.“T am conscious.” Do not limit it. 
it leads. Never to wallowing. 
spirit. 

“I am conscious.” Consciousness is awareness. 
Awareness denotes life. And more. It must be 
aware of something. It proclaims the awareness of 
itself. So we are saying of man what we previously 
have said of God. Man’s expression is held in man’s 
consciousness. “God’s expression is held in God’s 
consciousness.” 

We then, even you and I, are conscious with the 
consciousness of God. And we swing out again into 
the eternity of prayerful meditation, knowing all we 
claim of our divinity IS ours to express, even as we 
he in the hollow of His hand in Consciousness—His 
expression. 


Eprror’s Nore—Mrs. Morgan tells us that she was 
inspired to write this article by a visit to one of our 
classes in Fundamentals during the past summer. 


See where 
Never away from 


Prayer 


There are thoughts so serenely sweet, 
In wavy lightness dancing through us, 
That language cannot utter half 
Their blessedness and peace. 
‘They come 


In acts which you and I may do 
As easily as breathe the air, 
Inhaling from it life. In duty, there 
Is no drudgery, but joy in the doing, 
As prayer is privilege—not penance, nor penury, 
But inspiration for a fuller, richer life, 
So let us pray— 
For holiest, strongest, purest life is prayer— 
Souls in unison with Deity. 
A. R. H. 


It’s All in the Viewpoint 

Dr. J. Murray Atwood, dean of St. Lawrence 
University, speaking in the Unitarian Church Gou- 
verneur, says that when people get the right point 
of view they will see God everywhere. In speaking 
of miracles, he says: “The same laws that operate 
in other religions operate in our own, and to regard 
stories of miracles in other religions as false is a 
bigoted intolerant attitude—The Messenger. 


Men are Four 
He that knows not and knows not that he knows not, 
He is a fool, shun him. 
He that knows not and knows that he knows not, 
He is simple, instruct him. 
He that knows and knows not that he knows, 
He is blind, enlighten him. 
He that knows and knows that he knows, 
He is wise follow hin, —T he Messenger. 
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A Background for the Study of the Bible 


KKny-Nore: 


ASCENDING REVELATION. 


SAUL, THE FIRST KING OF ISRAEL. 


Read—Samuel, Chapter 9-24. 


First Kings—Chapters 1-24. 


LESSON XXII. 


The time is about 1100 B. C. The Hebrews, God’s 
chosen people, are beginning to ask for a king. 
They had depended upon Jehovah to lead them, 
but had met numerous defeats. The people are now 
beginning to feel that He has either deserted them, 
or failed to listen to their prayers. Their borders 
are in constant danger from the attacks of wander- 
ing savage tribes. The Philistines harass them by 
trying to capture their outlying cities, and by plun- 
dering and killing the inhabitants of these. The 
Canaanites have so far invaded their possessions as 
to leave the impress of their customs and religions 
upon these people. Although the twelve tribes 
occupy adjacent territory, petty jealousies have 
sprung up within and between the different groups. 
Owing to these difficulties and to their tendency to 
accept other modes of worship from their invading 
neighbors, their faith in their God begins to wane. 
and they are ready to set aside their invisible King- 
ship which distinguished them, as a nation, for sc 
long, and to accept a King, one who will rule in per- 
son. 

There now arises a demand for a man, strong and 
courageous, and of a reassuring personality, who 
can unite the estranged tribes by rallying their war- 
riors to fight their common enemies. The call comes 
to Samuel to choose and anoint the man. To anoint 
means to set apart for a certain purpose, duty, or 
task. In this case, it meant preparation to become 
ruler over Israel. 

Saul, the son of Kish, a Benjaminite noble of 
wealth and influence, was sent by his father to seek 
some missing animals that had strayed from the 
herd. The search was fruitless, and Saul decided 
to consult Samuel, the Prophet or Seer. 

Samuel was about to preside at the sacrificial meal 
in the High Place at Ramah. The elders of the 
city had gathered for the occasion. Samuel had 
heard the Inner Voice speaking, in these words, 
“Tomorrow, about this time, I will send thee a man 
out of the Land of Benjamin; and thou shalt anoint 
him to be captain over my people, Israel, that he 
may save my people out of the hand of the Philis- 
tines: for I have looked upon my people because of 
their cry that is come to me.” 

Hence Samuel was prepared for Saul, and recog- 
nized him as “the man of whom I spoke to thee”, 
and gave Saul the place of honor as the guest at 
the table. 

Saul was in the prime of life, large of stature and 
handsome. “A choice voung man and goodly. And 
there was not among the children of Israel a good- 
lier person than he: from his shoulders and upward 
he was higher than any of the people.” He seemed 
a likely person, with fine physique, a pleasing per- 
sonality, and a brave heart. He was anointed by 
Samuel before returning to his home. In justice to 
Saul, I wish to say that he did not seek the king- 
ship. When approached by Samuel, he very mod- 
estly said, “Am I not a Benjamite, of the smallest 


of the tribes of Israel, and is not my family the least 
of all the families of the tribe of Benjamin? Why, 
then, do you speak thus to me?” 

Israel turned to Saul for leadership and protec- 
tion, and was willing to lay down tribal jealousies 
and to unite under one leader. Thus was begun the 
United Kingdom of the Hebrews which was merged 
into the Empire of David, and which has so deeply 
impressed all Hebrew literature and thought. Hence 
arose two opposing forces in the Hebrew govern- 
ment, a secular kingship, and a theocracy, having 
for its spokesmen the prophets. 

From the time of his anointing Saul’s life became 
a turbulent one, for warfare was the order of the 
day. It is said that “His court was his camp, his 
scepter, the sword, and his nobles, the warriors who 
rally around him in defence of Israel’s liberties.” 
His son Jonathan was a staunch supporter of his 


‘father’s policy, and ‘really won for him the first 


battle against the Philistine invaders. The whole 
of the warfare was directed against invasion from 
the wandering Bedouins to the Canaanites, and 
meant eternal vigilance to protect their holdings, 
their religion, and their freedom, and thereby the 
future of the Hebrew race. Saul frequently con- 
sulted his God Jehovah, either through the prophets 
or as his duty revealed itself to him. He was earn- 
est and vigorous in the execution of the desires of 
Jehovah as he understood these—always to save and 
to build up the Hebrew race. Nothing in warfare 
was too cruel if it advanced the cause. This view 
was held by the prophets as well. 

The harrassing wars in which Saul was con- 
stantly involved evidently wore upon the stalwart, 
patriotic defender of his subjects. The sense of iso- 
lation and failure to unite all the varied elements 
in his kingdom also undoubtedly increased his mal- 
ady. This disease has been diagnosed by modern 
medical authorities as either epilepsy or else acute 
melancholia. Jn the popular thought of his day an 
evil spirit tormented him.—Kent. 

Following the advice of his servants, Saul gave 
his consent to have a skilled musician play for him 
when he was under the spell of morbid brooding. 
David was chosen, and with his harp came into the 
life of Saul. To Saul the rhythm of life had been 
interrupted, the harmony disturbed, Discord pre- 
vailed. To all thinking people it is quite plain that 
“The means did not justify the end.” One cannot 
live in such a state of inharmony, disregarding the 
law of justice without suffering the consequences. 
We cannot sow tares and expect to reap roses. The 
law of truth and justice must be recognized and 
obeyed. Ignorance may be an excuse, but it does 
not offset the broken law. Certain results follow 
certain causes; and to avoid the results the causes 
must be remedied. One cannot be Godlike today 
and demon-like tomorrow, and not reap a mixture in 
the harvest. Saul had caught only part of the 
vision, and did not live even up to what he knew. 
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David with his improvised strains of simple 
sweetness lifted Saul out of his lower self into the 
realm of harmony and peace, and he was tempo- 
rarily made whole. Owing to his love for David, 
Saul made him his armor-bearer. During the next 
invasion of the Philistines we find the account of 
the encounter between David and Goliath so familiar 
to us all. The result of this encounter meant a de- 
cisive victory over their assailants. When Saul and 
David returned therefrom, they were met by the ex- 
cited and rejoicing populace who were crying, “Saul 
hath slain his thousands, and David his tens of thou- 
sands.” 


Saul’s hold on his people and his ability to estab- 
lish his kingdom depended almost solely upon his 
prowess as a soldier; and when he found himself 
so suddenly eclipsed by David’s brilliant deed, he 
resorted to deeds of mingled hatred and jealousy. 
Twice he threw his javelin at David, but he escaped, 
spared to be the future deliverer of his people. 
David now became a wanderer in his own land, liv- 
ing in hiding to avoid Saul’s search for him. He 
rallied about him a few hundred men, some through 
admiration for him, others, because of their love of 
adventure. 

In these days of intrigue, rivalry and bloodshed 
the love of Jonathan for David and their enduring 
friendship stands out far above the usual experi- 
ence. Jonathan, heir apparent to his father’s throne, 
disregarded the fact that David is rapidly rising 
to take his place. In his unselfish love he tried to 
intercede with his father in David’s behalf; and 
failing in this he “was grieved for David.” David 
never feared to place his life in Jonathan’s hands, 
and when they met in secret, in the wood, Jonathan 
“strengthened his hand in God” and said, “Fear not, 
for the hand of Saul, my father, shall not find thee: 
and thou shalt be king over Israel, and I shall be 
next to thee.” At their last meeting they made a 
covenant which was never broken. Tradition gives 
a touching picture of their parting, and records a 
loyal and lasting friendship unsurpassed in ancient 
lore. Though for several years David lived the life 
of an outlaw in the hills and caves of Judah, his 
battles were fought to protect the possessions and 
lives either individually or collectively of his own 
people. For this he expected a living for himself 
and his band. Failure in this caused him to pillage. 


Twice the life of Saul was in his hands, but he 
refused to injure one whom he had loved and who 
had been anointed of the Lord. Finally he was 
forced to flee for protection to the Philistines, and 
he would have engaged with them in the final battle 
with Saul, had they not doubted his sincerity. Saul, 


discouraged and anxious, while preparing to meet . 


the enemy again on Mt. Gilboa, deprived of the 
counsel and support of the priests and prophets, 
went, disguised, to consult the Witch of Endor. He 
called for Samuel, and was supposed to get a mes- 
sage from him which did not lessen his discomfort. 
In the engagement the next day the battle was lost. 
Jonathan was slain and Saul wounded. To avoid 
falling into the hands of the enemy, Saul fell upon 
his own sword. 


Kent says of Saul, “With his courage, enthusiasm, 
and patriotic zeal, Saul satisfied the demands of the 
moment. His natural impulses were noble and gen- 


erous. Against odds he threw off the Philistines’ 
yoke and established Israel’s prestige among na- 
tions. He opened the highways of commerce, so 
that the Hebrews began to enjoy the products of 
that highly civilized world. The simplicity and 
severity of his own life and court kept back for a 
time that wave of oriental luxury which was all 
too soon to engulf Israel.” 
Next topic, “The Hero-King, David.” 
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